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DIVISION OF THE TEXT

P1 (431a1-4): actualized knowledge is identical with the object of knowledge (identity thesis)
P2 (431a4-7): object of perception actualizes the capacity of perception

P3 (431a8-14): perception of an object, finding it pleasant or painful, pursuing or avoiding it
P4 (431a14-17): thinking a phantasma, finding it good or bad, pursuing or avoiding it

PS5 (431a17-20): from air as the medium of sight and hearing to a single mean different in being
P6 (431a20-b1): perceptual discrimination by one thing in number but different in being

P7 (431b2-12): thinking a phantasma, finding it good or bad, finding it true or false

P8 (431b12-19): thinking of abstract objects, restatement of the identity thesis

ALTERNATIVE DIVISIONS
Torstrik Ross Osborne Polansky Shields Corcilius
431al-4 431al-4 431al-4 431al-7 431al-4 431al-4
431a4-7 431a4-7 431a4-5 431a8-bl 431a4-6 431a4-7
431a8-16 431a8-17 431a8-10 431a7-14 431a8-14
431al6-17 431al14-17 431a14-20 431al4-16
431a17-20 431a17-20 431al6-17
431a20-bl 431a20-bl 431al7-bl 431a20-bl 431al7-bl
431b2-12 431b2-12 431b2-12 431b2-16 431b2-17 431b2-10
431b12-19 431b12-19 431b12-19 431b16-19 431b17-19 431b10-12
431b12-19

APPROACHES TO CHAPTER 7
(1) mere patchwork (“collection of fragments™) assembled without any unifying idea
(Torstrik, Ross, Hamlyn, Burnyeat, Shields)
(11) collection of “half-baked” passages that nevertheless have a unifying idea:
a. the ability of the intellect to pass judgements, both of practical and of theoretical sort
(Osborne)
b. the necessary role of phantasia for all thinking (Polansky)
the Actuality Principle (Corcilius)

°©

d. the expansion of thought (Gregoric)

REFERENCES

Burnyeat, M. F., A Map of Metaphysics Zeta, Pittsburgh, 2001.

Burnyeat, M. F. “De Anima 111.5”, Phronesis 47 (2002), 28-90.

Corcilius, K., “De anima 7: The Actuality Principle and the Triggering of Mental Episodes” in the
Festschrift for Michel Crubellier (forthcoming)

Hamlyn, D., Aristotle: De Anima Books Il and 111, Oxford, 1968.

Osborne, C. “Perceiving White and Sweet (Again): Aristotle, De anima 3.7, 431a20-b1”, Classical
Quarterly 48 (1998), 433-446.

Polansky, R., Aristotle’s De Anima, Cambridge, 2007.

Ross, W. D., Aristotle: De Anima, (ed. maior), Oxford, 1961.

Shields, C., Aristotle: De Anima, Oxford, 2016.

Torstrik, A., Aristotelis De anima libri 111, Berlin, 1862.



Aristotle, De anima 111.7

Pavel Gregoric

Warburg Institute (16.X1.2018)
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